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Meeting:  Women’s Group Network Meeting  


Date:  Wednesday 24th September 2025

Venue: Conference Room – Boulevard Centre 
Attendance: Nina McCallion (Renaissance) Yasmin Khalil (BwD Carers) Jan Calderbank (Spring North) Bryony Quinn (BwD Wellbeing Service) Raeesah Brepotra (IMO) Lydia Jackson (Brook) Siobhan Collingwood (Lancashire Women) 
Officers in attendance: Donna Talbot (Community CVS) 
Apologies:  Becca Porter (Chip In) Bev Marsden (Lancashire Women) Joanne Dalton (NHS) Emma Garner (Shelter) Firoza Mohmed (Humraaz) Cllr Jackie Floyd (BwD BC) Kate Burgess (Lancashire Women) Gillian Lawrence (NHS) Linda Birtwell (BwD BC) Salma Saleh (Humraaz) Sarah Johns (Healthwatch) Katie Tilyard (BAM) 
	1.
	Welcome & Introductions 
Agreed Lancs Women One Stop Shop & BwD CN Womens Network different purpose:

Lancs Women – One stop shop – hub offering lots of services 

Collaborative Project 

Sharing & Holding Data 

BwD CN Womens Network – Feed back to the collaborative – voices of the women 

All Agreed that both can co-exist without duplication 


	

	
	Purpose of the BwD CN Network 

Voice of women: – 

· Education 

· Mental Health 

· Menopause 

· Violence
Groups to engage and work with/Include 
· Military 

· Travellers

· Carers

· Prisoners& Ex Offenders


	

	2. 
	Terms of Reference

It was agreed that once BwD CN have issued the standard terms of reference the BwD Womens group would adapt to their own @ the next Meeting: Wednesday 19th November 10:00am – 11:30am 

	

	3.
	Chair & Vice Chair 

Siobhan Collingwood – accepted the role of Chair – all agreed 

Vice chair – TBC 


	

	4.
	Notes from Lancs Women BwD Womens Voices 
	
[image: image1.emf]Blackburn with  Darwen Women's voices meeting Sep 25.docx



	Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 19th November 10:00am – 11.30am The Community Hub Room D (Top Floor) Blackburn BB1 1EZ
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Notes of meeting: Blackburn with Darwen – Women’s Voices  30/09/25



Present:

Siobhan  Collingwood– Lancashire Women

Karen  Burns – Lancashire Women

Shigufta Khan  – The Wish Centre

Firoza Mohmed – Humraaz

Shen Mulla – Humraaz

Lisa Grogan – Red Rose Recovery

Yasmin Khalil – Blackburn with Darewn Carers Service



Notes: The concept of a Blackburn women’s hub with shared office space and facilities was discussed and agreement reached that this model would better allow us to  meet the needs of women in the area by:

· Improved access to a broad suite of service offers, allowing greater match to individual needs and flex of service response.

· Pooling of resources to optimise existing resources across local women’s services.

· Reducing bureaucracy related to multiple referrals for individual women, reducing the number of times they need to tell their story.

· Amplifying our advocacy for and with women.

· Strengthening the work of women led organisations through service collaboration.

It was agreed that any space sourced as a venue for a Women’s service centre in Blackburn would require:

· Office spaces – sufficient for the numbers of services renting and working out of the space.

· Advocacy Room – a space big enough for networking, training events etc.

· Counselling/therapy spaces – sound proof, trauma informed.

· Toilet facilities

· Kitchen space

· Reception area

Some options for available and suitable spaces were discussed including Total Gymn and The Bootstrap building.

Attendees agreed next steps as follows - 

		Action

		Notes

		Progress



		To scope out the possibility of these two sites and what the related costs would be.



		Shen will approach Total Gymn.





		



		

		Siobhan will ask Kerry, Lancashire Women’s Estates Manger to investigate Bootstrap building

		



		Members present to seek affirmation in their organisation to commit to the proposal.

		

		



		Consolidate the financial commitment they would be prepared to make to rental and upkeep costs.

		Discuss with leadership teams and trustees as appropriate.

		



		Source potential funders.

		Grant funding.



Commercial sponsorship.



Council funding.

		



		Communicate these notes with wider local women’s network via CVS links

		

		





 

Next meeting: 11/4/25, 13:00  – Venue - TBC
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