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Meeting:  BwD Community Network – Housing Group Meeting 


Date:  Wednesday 30th July 2025  

Venue: Conference Room, Boulevard Centre, 45 Railway Road Blackburn BB1 1EZ 

Attendance: Neil Otley – BwD BC, Firoza Mohmed - Humraaz, Nancy Kinyanjui - Kairos Housing, Kim Fleetwood – Shelter, Olaiyah Yousaf – Great Places in Partnership, Nadeem Alam IPP Floating Support, Nicola Roscoe – Nightsafe, Mary Brown – Great Places Housing Group, Anthony Kenyon LSCFT, Anna Leicester – Wish Centre,
Apologies: Cllr Damian Talbot- BwD BC, Clare Rigby – BwD BC, Holly Morgan – ARC, Gill Fourie – Blackburn Foodbank, Daleen Ten Cate – DARE David Motley – Together Housing 
Officers in attendance: Garth Hodgkinson, Donna Talbot  
	1.
	Welcome & Introductions GH 
Purpose of the Group – bringing VCFSE sector together to share info, strategies and collaborate 

	

	2. 
	Minutes of Last Meeting – All Agreed

	

	3.
	Round Robin Update from Partners 

Humraaz – FM 
· No change – still lengthy waits for single occupant housing 

· Encouraging clients to bid further afield 
· Supporting clients to actually bid – process updated and a nightmare 

· More accommodation needed
Kairos Housing – NK  

· No change – still lengthy waits for single occupant housing 

· Encouraging clients to bid further afield 
· Supporting clients to actually bid – process updated and a nightmare 

· More accommodation needed
Nightsafe – NR 
· Full every night 

· Short term doesn’t exist due to the lack of housing 

· No change – still lengthy waits for single occupant housing 

· Encouraging clients to bid further afield 

· Supporting clients to actually bid – process updated and a nightmare 

· More accommodation needed
· Very complex clients 

· Problem contacting BwD – raised with lots of people nothing being done about it 

· Action NO to look into it 

LSCFT NHS – AK 

•
We work with clients/organisation with health inequalities

•
We support access to mental health services 

•
In patients struggle with housing 

•
We offer Drop in Services 

•
Digital exclusion

	NO 
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	3. 
	Round Robin Update from Partners
In Partnership – NA 

· Struggle to find housing 

· Problems with correct banding

· Clients do not want to go further afield as soon as they leave BwD the wrap around support stops 

· Time to rehouse a client is beyond the time allocated to work with them 

· Community Safe Spaces

· Dual Diagnosis access to drug alcohol/mental health services is difficult 
· New system - Appalling with people having to reapply 
· People living in poor living conditions – Landlords know how to get through regulations – clients too scared to complain 
The Wish Centre – AL 
· Dual Diagnosis – more and more complex 
· Increased referrals
· Misogyny 
· Offending history impacts on housing 

· Clients sent to refuge when they don’t want or require refuge 

· Struggling to find staff – many not qualified just experience, once qualified move on 
· Refuge needs 24/7 support


	

	3.
	Round Robin Update from Partners
In Partnership – OY 

· Crunch of move on 

· Floating support doesn’t extend out of BwD area 

· No space in Darwen 
· Short term not able to move on – lack of housing 

· Walk in Wardrobe Bowland House & In partnership – offer free smart clothes for clients (and referrals) Funerals/ interviews/court appearances etc 

· Clients bidding for too specific area to be near family 

Shelter – KF 
· Business as usual

· Lost a number of staff – difficult to recruit 

· Always full – every day lots of emergencies

· Specialist have 2 weeks back log 

Together Housing – MB 
· Lots of anti-social behaviour – Summer always worse 

· Mental Health – no support 

· More cuckooing 

· Vulnerable residents no gas or electricity 

· Difficult situations – many emergency meetings Police, Social Services and BwD BC 

· Need safehouses – temporary accommodation awful - vulnerable exploited, drug & Alcohol

· Serial offenders – not being dealt with 

· Working with Police and Local authority – Community Safety Team 
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	3.
	Round Robin Update from Partners
BwD BC Housing – NO 
· Looked after children a large problem -short term in Blackburn then requesting housing here 
· Pressure from Social Care more and more young people 

· Out of Area Increase 
· Increased asylum notifications – anticipating up to 14 families

· Be With Us new IT system – many are struggling to navigate – not user friendly

· Homeless Forum – biggest challenge for individuals is having an email address- this has been raised 

· 75% properties Be with Us band 5 

· 25% first come first served if in bands 1-3

· Adverts go out at random times to eliminate the midnight dash 

· BwD Neighbourhood pilots – prioritise multiple disadvantage 

· Housing Standards Swamped 

· Some Good News – Newspaper House are offering 60 beds and are working with BwD BC 


	

	4.
	Housing Strategy Update 

· Liaising internally with the council for contributions
· August: Draft being prepared for internal council comment 

· Sept: Possibly some discussions at partnership meetings 

· Late Autumn – planned member briefings and public consultation 

· Lots of consultations – lived experience 


	

	5.
	BwD Homelessness and Rough Sleeping strategy update 
	

	6.
	What can we do together to address housing and homelessness - deferred to next meeting 

	

	7.
	AOB 


	

	Date of next Meeting:  Wednesday 24thSpetember 2025 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

Room D Community Hub 35 Railway Road Blackburn BB1 1EZ  
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Co-Ordinated by: 




 Mental Health Roving Drop-In Clinics



The Mental Health Roving Drop-In Clinics offer support, advice, signposting and a listening ear for adults who maybe experiencing mental ill health.                                                                          The Team consists of experienced mental health professionals.



Mental Health Drop-In Clinics are available at -





Church on the Streets (CoTs)                                            Maundy     

Bethesda Church                                                                Accrington

Bethesda Street                                                                  29/31 Abbey Street

Burnley                                                                                 BB5 1EB

BB11 1PR                                                                              10:30 am – 1pm

Thursday 9:30 am - 12pm & 1pm - 3pm                         Monday- Fortnightly

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Burnley Together                                                             Phoenix Hub

Downtown                                                                         Heaton Street

Charter Walk Shopping Centre                                      Blackburn

BB11 1QJ                                                                            BB2 2EF

Monday 10 am- 12pm                                                     Tuesday 9:30 am – 3pm







Loaves and Fishes                               Platform 5

11 Church Street                                 45 Railway Road

Barnoldswick                                       Blackburn

BB11 5UR                                             BB1 1EZ

10 am- 1pm                                         Monday 1pm – 4pm

Monday- Fortnightly



Olive Branch                                        Citadel

Trinity Methodist Church                  10 Market Place

Community Hub                                  Colne

Parson Lane                                         BB8 0HY

Clitheroe                                              Wednesday 10 am – 2 pm

BB7 2JY

Friday 9:30 am – 12:30pm
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