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Application Form for Community Insight Research Grant
We are looking for partners within the voluntary, community, faith & social enterprise sector who have established knowledge, connections and relationships with residents, community groups and activities that take place within our most deprived neighbourhoods.

We want your help to answer two questions:

a) What groups, activities and community assets already exist within the identified neighbourhoods that local residents use to support their ‘health, employment and skills’? 
b) What groups, activities and community assets could we develop to fill local gaps in provision that local residents would be keen to help set up to meet local needs?
Successful applicants must be willing to visit local community venues to find out what is going on – taking photographs of noticeboards, contacting local people that they know to find out what is going on, etc. They will also be expected to host at least one community meeting to ask local residents and gain their perspective on what groups, activities and community assets exist and what they would like to see developed to respond to local need.
The Community Insight Research is being run by Community CVS on behalf of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s Work Well Programme and Blackburn with Darwen Community Network.   We will use the information to present back to the Council and to the Community Network Board and make suggestions that might inform future programmes that are developed for the areas. 
To be eligible to apply for a Community Insights Research Grant, your group has to have:

· a constitution or governing document and a committee made up of 3 or more people who are not related

· your own bank, building society or credit union account in the name of the organisation which requires two signatories.  Another organisation with an account with two signatories can hold the funds on your behalf if you do not meet this criteria.

· must not be a statutory body or private sector organisation (i.e. it must be set up on a ‘not for private profit’ basis - not privately owned or be able to distribute dividends to individuals and must be able to undertake activities of a charitable purpose). 

The criteria and weight we will use to assess your application will be:

a) Your current knowledge and connections with the neighbourhood area (33%)

b) Your ability to complete the community insight work quickly within July/August (33%)

c) Evidence of your previous track record in engaging with the local community (33%)

If you have any questions or queries regarding completing this form please contact CVS on 01254 583957 or email at office@communitycvs.org.uk
Completed applications must be returned by 12.00 noon on Monday 07th July 2025.  

Please send your completed application to garth.hodgkinson@communitycvs.org.uk.

Decisions will be made within the week and you will need to be ready to start on Monday 14th July 2025.
There is also an on-line training opportunity with Professor Kate Leyshon and Garth Hodgkinson, who are leading on this piece of work, which is being held 10.00 am to 12.00 noon on Thursday 03rd July 2025.  The training is focused on finding small VCFSE Sector groups and activities.  This training is only for groups and organisations who are interested in doing this piece of work.
If you would like to book onto this training, please e-mail Garth Hodgkinson garth.hodgkinson@communitycvs.org.uk to register your interest and Garth will forward the link to you.
Section One:- About Your Community Group or Organisation
The information provided in paragraphs 1.3 and 1.4 will be used to promote the work of your group to others.
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1.1. Name of group/organisation 

1.2. Full address of organisation (for correspondence)
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1.3. Main contact 

1.4. Brief Description of Your Group/Organisation’s Aims.  What are you set up to do? 

1.5. Bank account details
	Account name as it appears on cheque book:
	

	Bank/Building Society:
	

	Bank/Building Society Address:
	

	Sort code:
	

	Account number:
	

	Confirmation that your account requires two signatories for all payments
	Yes / No


Section Two:- The Areas where you have knowledge, connections and relationships with local community groups and residents
2.1 Which neighbourhood areas (tick a minimum of one, two or a maximum of 3 areas)? You can bid for up to 3 of the 8 neighbourhood areas.
	Blackburn North 

Neighbourhood Areas
	
	Blackburn East 

Neighbourhood Areas
	

	Bastwell, Daisyfield and Shear Brow (£1000 grant)
	
	Audley and Queen’s Park 

(£1000 grant)
	

	Little Harwood and Whitebirk 

(£1000 grant)
	
	Blackburn South East 

(£1000 grant)
	

	Blackburn North 

Neighbourhood Areas
	
	Darwen

Neighbourhood Areas
	

	Corporation Park, Blackburn Central and Wensley Fold (£1500 grant)
	
	Darwen East (£1000 grant)
	

	Ewood, Mill Hill and Moorgrate

(£1500 grant)
	
	Darwen West (£1000 grant)
	


2.2 Please describe your group or organisations current knowledge and connections with the neighbourhood (s) that you have selected.

2.2 Which of the following charitable purposes will your project support (tick one or more)? 

2.3 Please describe how you would approach this work. The intention is for this research to be a quick piece of work completed within 2 to 3 weeks to capture as much information about what is going on within the neighbourhood. Starting on the 11th July, which community venues or outdoor spaces would you target, who would you contact, how would you attract residents to your community meeting, how would you use, the internet or social media to find out what is going on.  The outcomes of the research may include lists of activities, photographs of notice boards, screen shots of facebook pages, flip chart paper of residents’s contributions, 

CVS will help you pull whatever information you capture into a report.   

2.4 Please explain your previous track record of working with residents and community groups within the neighbourhoods you have selected.


Section Three:- Project Details and Financial Information

3.2. Start date for this project 



   End date  

3.3 Where will the project/activity take place?

3.4 Project budget

The project is for a fixed fee – but it would be helpful to understand how you will spend the grant.
	Type of cost
	Description
	Total Cost + VAT

	Staff Costs
	
	

	Venue Hire / Room Hire
	
	

	Equipment Hire
	
	

	Food / Refreshments
	
	

	Training Costs
	
	

	Marketing or Publicity Costs
	
	

	Volunteer Expenses
	
	

	Other costs
(please specify)


	
	

	Items of Equipment
(please specify)


	
	

	Total
	
	


Section Four:- Authorised Signature and Supporting Documentation
Authorised Signature
I am authorised to act on behalf of the group / organisation in submitting this application. 

I have read and accepted the conditions of CVS membership on behalf of the group / organisation and confirm our written consent to becoming a CVS member. CVS membership will automatically give you membership to the appropriate networks and groups that we support. If you do not wish to become a CVS member please tick the relevant box below.

I have enclosed the necessary documentation to support our application.

I understand and consent to our organisational contact details being held by Community CVS in electronic and paper format and be used to contact our group / organisation in the future about funding opportunities and matters of interest to voluntary, community and faith groups within Blackburn with Darwen.

I understand that information provided within this application may be used to publicise the work of your group / organisation.  If you do not wish for CVS to promote your group / organisation – please tick the relevant box below.

	Position in organisation
	Name (printed)
	Signature

	
	
	


CVS Membership & Publicity
We will automatically make your group a member of CVS (if you qualify and are not already a member) and promote the work of your group / organisation.  If you do not want either of these please tick the relevant box below:-

Our organisation does not want to be a member of CVS

Our organisation does not want CVS to promote our work 
Supporting Documentation Checklist
The following supporting information/documents are required and must accompany your application otherwise it will not be processed or considered for funding.

	Checklist of Required Supporting Documentation
	Please Tick ()

	A copy of your group’s constitution, governing document or set of rules.
	

	A list of names, addresses and relevant e-mail contacts (if applicable) of who is on your management committee
	

	A copy of your group’s most recent accounts/financial statements 
	

	A copy of the group’s bank statement (must be less than 3 months old) 
	

	A copy of your Safeguarding Policy for Children & Vulnerable Adults 

(if your group/organisation works with children or vulnerable adults)
	


Closing date for submitting application forms: 
12.00 noon Monday 07th July 2025.  Late applications will not be accepted.

Please return your completed grant form to: 

Email: garth.hodgkinson@communitycvs.org.uk
Post: Community CVS, Boulevard Centre, 45 Railway Road, Blackburn, BB1 1EZ

By Hand: If you are delivering your application by hand at the office – please ensure that you sign the book available at reception as proof that we have received your application. 
Data Protection Act 2018. All information you have provided will be held in manual and electronic formats and only be used in line with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulations. The information will be used to contact you with regards to your grant, other funding opportunities and matters of interest to voluntary, community and faith groups within Blackburn with Darwen.  We will keep the information ‘live’ on our information systems for as long as you are engaged with us and will keep archived information for the length of time required by funders for audit purposes only.  You have the right to withdraw consent at any time by contacting Clair Bloomfield (details below).

Blackburn with Darwen Council for Voluntary Service is the data controller and is registered on the Data Protection Register (Z1938345). We will not share or divulge your details to any other third parties without your expressed consent.  You have a right to access your information by writing to Clair Bloomfield, Community CVS, Boulevard Centre, 45 Railway Road, Blackburn. BB1 1EZ email clair.bloomfield@communitycvs.org.uk Tel: 01254 583957.   
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Postcode:








Contact name:


Title: Miss/Ms/Mrs/Mr (please circle)


Position in organisation:


Telephone number:


Email:


Website:


















































































































































11th July 2025





31st July 2025.





Please name the neighbourhood or venue where your project will be delivered (including the name of the venue, street name, town and postcode).  If you know the ward please state this also. 
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