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Community CVS Information Sheet




CP 1 Safeguarding Children and Young People for Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector (VCFS)groups.














Responsibilities of the trustees* or management group*


*the term trustee is used in this document but also includes non registered charities and groups run by a management group.





The Board of Trustees or management committee is the Governing body of a Charity or VCFS group and is therefore responsible for everything the organisation does including ensuring that there are policies and procedures in place to safeguard children and young people who take part in activities undertaken by the organisation and that all staff and volunteers are suitably vetted and trained to work with this age group of people. 








Some of the responsibilities of a trustee:





To ensure that the organisation complies with its Governing Document 


Trust Deed, Constitution, Memorandum and Articles of Association, charity law, company law and any other relevant legislation or regulations.





To ensure the organisation has relevant child protection and young people safeguarding policies which are reviewed at least annually 





That all staff (paid and unpaid) are vetted via CRB checks and references before they are allowed unsurpervised contact with children or young people.





That all staff (paid and unpaid) are suitably trainied on safeguarding issues and know how, when and who to report to if they have a concern.





That everyone within the organisation understands they have a duty of care to safeguard children and young  people who take part in any activities or use the services of the organisation 





That reporting mecanisms are robust and compliant with best practice 





To ensure that the organisation has insurance that covers employees, volunteers for any liability 





To ensure that the organisation has adequate insurance to deliver or provide activities for children and young people.





That risk assessements are conducted for all activities involving children and young people








A Trustee should have:





Time to commit to the organisation that is working with children and young people 





Good organisational skills and ability to plan strategically within legisalation and good practice guidance for working with children and young people.





Understanding and acceptance of the roles and responsibility of trustees or management group





Ability to make decisions





A board of trustees will need some knowledge and experience of the following:





Managing people and organisations


Financial management and fundraising


Legal matters including employment law


Equal Opportunities issues


And;


Every child matters and Lancashire C&YP plan


Common assesement framework procedures and legislation


Local and national prevention and early intervention stragegies 








For more information contact;





Charity commission                                                                    � HYPERLINK "http://www.charitycommission.co.uk" �www.charitycommission.co.uk� 


Lancashire Children and young peoples plan                          � HYPERLINK "http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/childrenstrust" �www.lancashire.gov.uk/childrenstrust� 


Lancashire safeguarding children board                     		� HYPERLINK "http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/safeguarding" �www.lancashire.gov.uk/safeguarding� 


NSPCC       information for organisations                                 � HYPERLINK "http://www.nspcc.org.uk" �www.nspcc.org.uk� 





Other CVS information sheets related to this topic;





Safeguarding information for VCFS volunteers and staff (CP 2)





Vetting, barring and CRB checks and clearance for VCFS organisations (CP 3)





Common Assessement Process for VCFS organisations (CP 4)





Writing and implementing safeguarding policies (CP 5)





Internet, social networking and mobile phone safety (CP 6)


Safeguarding vulnerable adults (VA 1)








Community CVS


http://www.communitycvs.org.uk/




































